
High Peak (Shirt’s) Shop and House 

 

My name is John Shirt, born in Towngate Bradwell in 1928 in the house adjacent to 

Shirt`s Shop near Town Bottom. I lived there until 1946 when I went off to university, 

the army, working in various places in the UK and then for the past fifty four years in 

Canada. I now live in Calgary. I sent a few contributions for After Seth and speak 

occasionally to David Wilson and recently to Mary and Stanley Bradwell, who were at 

the Church School at the same time as me. 

The March 2011 edition of Bradda News had two items of interest to me. For the photo 

Outside the White Hart 1945, I believe the person fourth from the right was my half 

brother Will Shirt. Perhaps you could pass this information on. 

I believe I can also help with your The House I Live In Project 2011 for my old home. 

I am attaching some information. 

1) Year built.   I have no idea but know it is very old. Outside above the landing window 

I seem to recall a date in the 1500`s The walls are very thick, at least 2ft-6ins. There 

were no modifications I know of except to make a door through to make a shoe shop 

in the former living room. 

2) Occupants- 

    In the 1881 Census, William J Bradwell, wife Hannah and children: sister, niece and 

servant. 

   In the 1891 Census. same parents and children plus Benjamin S Shirt, listed as a 

tailor’s apprentice. He was orphaned at age twelve in Edale and came to live with his 

Aunt Hannah 

    In the 1901 Census, the occupants were Benjamin S Shirt, wife Ada and children 

William and Susannah., William J Bradwell died in 1894. 

    In 1951, on the death of his father, Will Shirt and wife Dorothy were the occupants 

    The house and shop were sold in 1983. 

 3) Other Information- 

    I am attaching a plan of the property room details and photos from 1864, 1910 and 

1959 showing how Mr B Shirt expanded into an adjacent building and created a living 

room in the former shop. 

 

 

Town Gate 1864 

 



 

Shirt’s House and Shop 1910 

 

 

Shirts Shop and House 1959 



 

 



 
Sale notice 1983 


